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Meanwhile, Law 3 of 1885 was being enforced so as to compel all Indians
to reside and trade in Locations, and the pre-War controversy was revived, result-
ing in an appeal to the Supreme Court, which reversed the old Republican High
Court's decision, and held that Indians were free to trade anywhere they pleased,
and that non-residence in a Location was not punishable at law. This decision
was a severe rebuff to the anti-Indian element in the European population that
had its representatives even in the Government, which endeavoured to legis-
late to overcome the effect of the Supreme Court decision—without result, how-
ever, owing to the intervention of the then Secretary of State for the Colonies,
the late Mr, Lyttelton. But the general public, by ingeniously manipulated
statistics, were led to believe in a huge influx of unauthorised Asiatics into the
Transvaal, to which some colour was lent by the dispersal of the Indian resi-
dents of the Johannesburg Indian Location throughout the Colony, after it was
burnt down at the time of the plague outbreak in 1904, and meetings all over
the Transvaal were held with the object of closing the door against all Asia-
tic immigration, and compelling Indians to trade and reside exclusively in
Locations. In an atmosphere of prejudice and terror thus created, it was impos-
sible effectively to protest one's innocence, and the request of the Indian com-
munity for an open and impartial inquiry, whether by Royal Commission or
otherwise, fell on deaf ears; so that when a draft ordinance was published in
1906 to "amend" Law 3 of 1885, requiring compulsory re-registration of the en-
tire Indian community, men, women, and children, it was vociferously wel-
comed by the whole European population, whilst it fell amongst the Indian
victims-to-be like a bombshell. The basic assumption, on the part of the autho-
rities, for its necessity lay in the unquenchable belief in wholesale Indian immi-
gration of an unlawful character, to which, in their opinion, resident Indians
could not but be a party. So far as the general public was concerned, the
measure was hailed as the first instalment of a scheme designed to drive Indians
out of the Colony altogether, and Europeans in the neighbouring Colonies and
territories eagerly looked on, as they had looked on, in 1903, at Lord Milner's
abortive effort to compel Indian trade and residence in Locations, so that they
might take advantage of the results of the new policy to relieve themselves of
their own Asiatic "incubus".
Appalled by the magnitude of the disaster that threatened the community,
the Indian leaders hastened to take steps to avoid it, if possible. They sought
an interview with the responsible member of the Government, but succeeded
only in getting women excluded from the operation of the measure, and, as a
last resort, an Indian mass meeting1 was held at the moment that the legis-
lative Council was debating the clauses of the draft ordinance. Whilst the
Council's debate was perfunctory and prearranged performance, the whole
business being concluded in less than a couple of hours, the crowded Empire
l Vide Vol. V, pp. 419-26 & 439-43,

